
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



450 VIRGINIA LAW REGISTER. [Oct., 

Groner and Another v. Foster and Others. — Decided at 
Wytheville, June 17, 1897.— Biely, J : 
1. Riparian Owners — Low water mark — How flat apportioned — Equity jurisdic- 
tion — Portwarden's line. Every riparian owner owns the land subject to certain 
designated provisions within the boundaries of his lines extended to low water 
mark. He also has the right to the water frontage of his land. This right in- 
cludes, amongst others, the right of access from the front of his line to the navi- 
gable part of the water course, and also to the flats, or soil under the water from 
low water mark to the navigable line of the water course, whereon he may erect 
wharves, piers or bulkheads for the use of himself or the public, provided he 
does not obstruct navigation, nor injure private rights of others. He has the 
right to have the extent of such enjoyment upon the line of navigability determ- 
ined and marked, and its boundaries defined, and a court of equity is the proper 
tribunal to make the apportionment and determine and establish the' boundary 
lines of the coterminous owners. In making the apportionment, however, between 
coterminous owners the rule of division is, as the whole shore-line of the co- 
terminous owners at low water mark is to the whole line of navigability, so is 
each one's share of the shore-line to his share of the line of navigability. The 
flats, or land under water, are to be thus divided regardless of the character or 
value of the flats — to be laid off as directly in front of the lands of each owner as 
a just regard to the rights of coterminous owners will permit. The portwarden's 
line, as defined by the persons invested with that power, is binding upon the courts 
in apportioning the water front amongst the parties entitled thereto. 

Bell, Commissioner, v. Wood and Others. — Decided at Wythe- 
ville, June 17, 1897.— Cardwell, J: 

1. Statute of Limitations — Bonds — Presumption of payment — Partial pay- 
ments. Prior to July 1, 1850, there was no positive limitation as to the time within 
which an action must have been brought on a bond. And although after that 
time a limit of twenty years was prescribed, an order for an account of debts in 
the case at bar, which was a suit to settle the estate of a deceased obligor, stopped 
the running of the statute. The presumption of payment after the lapse of twenty 
years is repelled by a payment within that time. 

2. Equitable Relief — Stale demands — Laches. . Courts of equity will not lend 
their aid to enforce stale demands, but demands are considered stale only where 
gross laches is shown with unexplained acquiescence in the operation of an adverse 
right. Laches is the omission of some duty, but mere delay unaccompanied by 
circumstances tending to show an abandonment of the right is not laches. Each 
case, however, must depend upon its own peculiar circumstances. Generally, if 
the sum sought to be recovered is certain, the transaction has not become obscure, 
and there has been no such loss of evidence as will be likely to produce injustice, 
a court of equity will not refuse relief merely because there has been delay in as- 
serting the claim. 

3. Demurrer — Deed to "Fayette Maury" — Acknowledged before "F. Maury." 
On a demurrer to a petition which alleges that a deed to ''Fayette Maury," trus- 
tee, was acknowledged before "P. Maury," clerk, it will not be assumed that the 
two names represent one and the same person. This is a matter of proof. 



